The recent reappearance of wolves in many areas of Europe has stimulated an interest in the past relationships between the species and humans in various different geographical locations and historical epochs.
Introduction
Recent research by historians, geographers, animal biologists and archaeologists emphasises the importance of interdisciplinary approaches in understanding the complicated relationship between humans and animals. There is now a considerable body of research on the history and geography of hunting.
1 Rather less attention has been paid to those species that can be seen as a threat to humans, especially in Europe The central premise of Ortalli's work on wolves in Italy is in the Roman period they were no more reviled by human protagonists than the next wild animal preying on wild and domestic species. However, Ortalli argues after the Roman period, the perception of the wolf changed from being one of a pest to livestock, to one being a danger to people. Based on a highly analytical, deep reading of the available sources, he argues that this 'invention of a new wolf' was the product of the collapse in demographics and subsequent increase in lupine habitat and the opening up of new woodland economies that placed people and wolves in closer proximity. In the medieval period, the perception of the wolf underwent a series of major changes that cast the species in the guise of a wanton, rapacious, diabolical and insatiable fiend. species, and as a result, the effectiveness of the wolf pack as a hunting unit decreased. These dynamics are coupled with the increasing number of domestic livestock in these lupine ranges which replaced wild prey as sources of sustenance for wolves, thereby bringing wolves and people into closer proximity.
5
The nature of animal husbandry practices and patterns meant that in these areas where domestic livestock increased, individuals looking after the flocks either alone or in small groups, and often children, were increasingly threatened by wolves. constructed with strong stone walls, which still exist, and were built by men from the area who were paid 'in food and drink' and who also planted 'the fruit trees which were transplanted like everyone's are without expense.' Here Cesena sees the new terraces as domesticating the 'abandoned' land, which had no fruit trees or vines. The accuracy of Cesena's description is shown by the terraces which survive to this day. Cesena reasserted his perception of the events he described in the final paragraphs of the Relatio and cited Livy in doing so which is significant in terms of the portrayal of wolves.
That Cesena lumps the events of 1516 with other events as 'the prodigy of many bad things' suggests that he also attached a symbolic and profound significance to the invasion of wolves. This is reminiscent of the interpretation of lupus urbem intravit in works by classical Latin authors.
In these works, such events were described as 'prodigium', 'portentum', 'ostentum' and 'monstrum' and while scholars of classical antiquity have highlighted subtle differences between these categories they share a common characteristic; namely that they were interpreted as divine and, what is worse, even humans, amongst these, the son of Giorgio Turdini, from Benzi, and also others.' The chronicler adds that 'In my youth, I met other old people with scarred faces, those people said that they had been attacked by wolves.' 25 In the same period as the incursion of wolves in Taggia, Calvi also provides details of a large, malformed cetacean being found on the shoreline at Aregai Marina, the rotting stench of which polluted the area. This 'horrendous spectacle' was removed from 24 J. Trinquier, 'Les loups sont entres dans la ville: de la peur du loup a la hantise de la cite ensauvagee', in M. C. Charpienter (ed.), Les espaces du sauvage dans la monde antique (Besancon, 2004), pp. 85-118. 25 N. Calvino (ed.), La Cronaca del Calvi: il convento dei P.P. Domenicani e la citta di Taggia dal 1460 -1623 (Taggia, 1982 , p. 277. This collection of documents was started by Father Calvi in 1454 and records socio-political events in and around the convent and the city of Taggia until 1623. The amount paid per wolf in Genoa is roughly approximate to that stipulated in the statutes of Rossiglione from the same period. Senato, Sala Senarega, 1923. have the right to a prize from the Commune: five Lire for a male wolf, six for a pregnant female, two lire for a wolf less than a year old.' The statute notes that the prizes 'can only be claimed upon the presentation of the wolf to the administration of the commune' and the person claiming the prize had to assure the commune that they were the person 'responsible for its capture'. 43 Historical documentation from this period indicates that there were many ways in which to hunt, trap and kills wolves, from nets, trammels and poisoned baits to ingenious pit fall traps and elaborate techniques.
Several wolf pits have been identified near Varese Ligure and one has recently been excavated. 44 It is apparent that the eradication of the wolf from the landscape was seen to be necessary in order to ensure the safety of flocks, herds and people. The hunting of wolves was certainly a form of pest control rather than an aristocratic leisure pursuit. The specific allocation of funds to reward the hunting of wolves was based primarily on the threat to the livestock reared in these areas, but by extension to those involved with their husbandry especially young people tending flocks and herds in the Ligurian interior. The wolf was also perceived as a threat to small towns like Varese and even cities such as Genoa.
Conclusion
During the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century the Val di Vara was subject to various periods of war and disease. Cesena in his description of the invasion of Varese by wolves could have been using them as faunal symbols to epitomise the chaos he perceived to be occurring around him. 
